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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 10-13 positively recites limitations that overlap statutory 
classes. In this case, the applicant has positively recited an apparatus with method steps. See 
MPEP2173.05(p) IL 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 6 recites, "means for selecting display styles, wherein the display style selecting 
means determines entire display period corresponds to display area for the vital sign by 
correlating with measurement period of the vital sign." The limitation appears to be a direct 
translation and as such is indefinite. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-1 1 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Weisner et al. US Patent Number 5,262,944 A. 

Claim 1. A vital sign display device for displaying a vital sign, comprising (See also 
abstract and figures 1,& 3-5): 

means for obtaining a biological signal; (See element numbers 24, 26 & 28) 

means for determining whether living body condition represented by the biological signal 
is abnormal or not, which is based on the obtained biological signal; (See element number 76 & 
use of colors on the screen) and 

means for displaying a vital sign obtained from the biological signal, that allows to 
discriminate whether the condition is abnormal or not, which is based on the determination 
results from the determining means, wherein the vital sign is arranged in time series that allows 
to provide history of the vital sign. (See element numbers 44 & 68) 

Claim 2. A computer readable medium having stored thereon the computer program for a vital 
sign display device that displays a vital sign, wherein the program is implemented in a computer 
and capable of causing the computer to perform, (See also abstract and figures 7, & 3-5): 
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means for obtaining a biological signal; (See element numbers 24, 26 & 28) 

means for determining whether living body condition represented by the biological signal 

is abnormal or not, which is based on the obtained biological signal; (See element number 76 & 

use of colors on the screen) and 

means for displaying a vital sign obtained from the biological signal, that allows to 

discriminate whether the condition is abnormal or not, which is based on the determination 

results from the determining means, wherein the vital sign is arranged in time series that allows 

to provide history of the vital sign. (See element numbers 44 & 68) 

Claim 3. A vital sign display device for displaying a vital sign, comprising (See also abstract and 
figures !, & 3-5): 

means for displaying a vital sign, obtained from the biological signal or signal generated 
from the biological signal, that allows to discriminate whether living body condition represented 
by the signal is abnormal or not, wherein the vital sign is arranged in time series that allows to 
provide history of the vital sign. (See element numbers 24, 26 & 28; 76 & use of colors on the 
screen; and 44 & 68; See also abstract and figures 1,& 3-5) 

Claim 6. The device according to claim 1, fiirther comprising means for selecting display styles, 
wherein the display style selecting means determines entire display period corresponds to display 
area for the vital sign by correlating with measurement period of the vital sign. (See element 
numbers 44 & 68; See also abstract and figures 1,& 3-5) 
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Claim 7. The device according to claim 1, further comprising means for displaying item name of 
vital sign, wherein the vital sign item name displaying means displays the item name by relating 
the item name to the displayed vital sign. (See element number 70, waveform label) 

Claim 8. The device according to claim 1, wherein the display style of vital sign is changed to 
another style when the abnormal condition occurs. (Column 5, lines 49-67) 

Claim 9. The device according to claim 1, wherein the vital sign comprises at least an item of 
VPC (ventricular premature contraction), HR (heart rate), QT interval, or SpO.sub.2 value 
(oxygen saturation in blood). (See element numbers 44 & 68; inherent via use of ECG waveform) 

Claim 14. A method for displaying a vital sign comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a biological signal; (See element numbers 24, 26 & 28) 

determining whether living body condition represented by the biological signal is 
abnormal or not, which is based on the obtained biological signal; (See element number 76 & use 
of colors on the screen) and 

displaying a vital sign obtained from the biological signal, that allows to discriminate 
whether the condition is abnormal or not, which is based on the determination results, wherein 
the vital sign is arranged in time series that allows to provide history of the vital sign. (See 
element numbers 44 & 68) 

Claims 10-11 and 13 are rejected on the same basis as claims 1-3, 6-9 and 14. 
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Claims 1, 4, 5, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S-C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
JP 07-313478 (cited by applicant). 

Claim 1 . A vital sign display device for displaying a vital sign, comprising: 

means for obtaining a biological signal; (EKG, see figures 6-10) 

means for determining whether living body condition represented by the biological signal 
is abnormal or not, which is based on the obtained biological signal; (EKG, see figures 6-10) and 

means for displaying a vital sign obtained from the biological signal, that allows to 
discriminate whether the condition is abnormal or not, which is based on the determination 
results from the determining means, wherein the vital sign is arranged in time series that allows 
to provide history of the vital sign. (EKG, see figures 6-10) 

Claim 4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the vital sign is displayed so as to 
follow a circular shape according to time series of the vital sign. (EKG, see figures 6-10) 



me] 
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In regards to claims 5, 12, and 15 it is rejected on the same basis as claims 1 and 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael C. Astorino whose telephone number is 571-272-4723. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30AM to 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571-272-4726. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Michael Astorino 
June 25, 2006 



